EU General Statement at the CSW56 on rural women

Madame Chair,

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

[Alignment paragraph] 

EU strongly regrets that no agreement was found today on the agreed conclusions on rural women. 

It has been of crucial importance for the EU that the Commission on the Status of Women was able to express itself jointly and in a decisive manner on issues related to the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women, including in areas, which it has previously not had the opportunity to address in depth. Therefore the adoption of the Agreed Conclusions, addressing the rights, situation and challenges faced by rural women was an important priority for the EU.

We emphasise that the prolongation of the negotiations on this text beyond the scheduled CSW session cannot be considered a precedent. Negotiations on agreed conclusions should be concluded while the session is still ongoing, allowing for the participation and input from the delegates from the capitals, one the main assets of the Commission. Extending the meeting time also raises the question about the efficient use of the UN resources, important for all Member States. Moreover the continued negotiations did not bear fruit. 

The EU engaged constructively in the discussions on the text with the aim of reaching a consensus on a draft which would be of concrete relevance to rural women around the world. This is essential if we truly wish to empower rural women and girls and therefore achieve the MDGs agreed in 2000 and deliver the commitments that we all made through our agreement to the Beijing Platform for Action.

We iterate our regret that, despite long days and nights of negotiations, no agreement on the empowerment of rural women could be reached.

Madame Chair,

This Commission has over the years continued to address a number of topics important for promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women, including violence against women and the girl child, access to education, full employment and decent work. These are concerns shared by all of us.

Our work has been based on and developed further the international agreements and commitments, including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action and the International Conference Population and Development Programme of Action. These fundamental documents, an expression of intergovernmental agreements, have over a long period provided a shared and universally supported basis for the discussions and decisions of the Commission as well as other fora of the UN and actions by Member States. However, we note with grave concern that their key concepts, reflected clearly in BPOA and shared and used by all, are now being questioned by some states. Ignoring these concepts deprives us of the tools and means to effectively promote gender equality and the empowerment of women and address the gender perspective in all our policies and actions. EU strongly regrets the attempts to weaken the internationally agreed agreements on gender equality and women’s rights set forth in the Beijing Declaration and Programme for Action, which undermine and run counter against our common goals to promote and protect the rights and situation of women. We strongly reject the attempts to dilute these agreements. Our constituency, women around the world, expect nothing less than their full implementation - and we need to meet these expectations.

We also consider unacceptable that references to broadly ratified treaties, constituting the global human rights framework, continue to be opposed by some delegations.  We also regret the attempts to question the references and thus diminish the importance of addressing issues such as harmful traditional practices, including early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation/cutting, the provision of comprehensive sexuality education and the importance of ensuring the highest attainable standard of health, including sexual and reproductive health for women and girls. In order to meet the MDG's and remaining committed to the full implementation of ICPD/Cairo Declaration and Programme of Action and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the EU will pay special attention to gender equality and the rights of women and men to have control over and decide freely and responsibly on matters related to their sexual and reproductive health. To this end, we will work actively to ensure that health systems provide information and health services addressing the sexual and reproductive needs of women and family planning, as this is crucial for women's rights, gender equality and women's empowerment and subsequently benefits society as a whole.

EU firmly believes that the protection of the rights of women and girls, which are human rights, is an investment in the future, including development and growth.  Investing in women and girls goes beyond the scope of education, health, access to information, political participation and representation – it allows every person to develop their full potential. Gender equality and the empowerment of women should be at the heart of all our policies.  

Madame Chair,

The EU remains committed to the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and the Programme of Action and all other international agreements on gender equality and the empowerment of women and continues, along with all its partners, to work for this goal, including through active participation in this Commission.

Thank you.
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