
The 
demand 

side…

 Women’s 
body for sale

 Male 
domination

 Racist 
stereotypes

 Fuels 
trafficking



Sex buyers have a more degrading representation of women and 
of the relationships between women and men

‘She gave up her rights when she accepted my money’

For 27% of men, the concept or ‘rape’ is ridiculous for women in 
prostitution

Half of sex buyers continue the transaction even after clear 
signals that the woman is under 18

Impact on society: the commodification 
of women’s body







Campaigns towards men



More than 200 NGOs agree on:

Four principles:
 Prostitution is a form of violence
 Prostitution is a form of exploitation
of inequalities
 Prostitution is a violation of human dignity
 Prostitution is a violation of human rights



Six recommendations:
 The suppression of repressive measures against prostituted 

persons ;
 The criminalisation of all forms of procuring;
 The development of real alternatives and exit programmes

for those in prostitution;
 The prohibition of the purchase of a sexual act;
 The implementation of policies of prevention and 

education, to promote equality and positive sexuality;
 The development of prevention policies in the countries of 

origin of prostituted persons.



Europe towards abolition

 17 out of 27 EU member States have ratified the UN Convention 
of 1949 for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the 
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others. 

 Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 
“Prostitution, trafficking and modern slavery in Europe”, 8 April 
2014



 European Parliament resolution “Prostitution, sexual 
exploitation and its impact on gender equality”, 26 February 2014:

“One way of combating the trafficking of women and under-age females 
for sexual exploitation and improving gender equality is the model 
implemented in Sweden, Iceland and Norway (the so-called Nordic model), 
and currently under consideration in several European countries, where 
the purchase of sexual services constitutes the criminal act, not the 
services of the prostituted persons”.

 European Parliament resolution on an EU Strategy on equality 
between women and men, May 2015:

“Calls on the Commission and the Member States to explore the reasons 
why women resort to prostitution and ways to discourage demand; 
underlines the importance of programmes for exiting from prostitution”.



Regulation in Europe: Spain

 Regional/city competence

 300 000 women in prostitution (pop. 50 millions)

 Brazil, Eastern Europe, China

 39% of men are buyers (after Porto Rico and Thailand)

 Negative impact on young people (self-esteem and sexuality)

 Prostitution schools

 The sex industry makes 18 billion euros of benefit each year

 Impact of the crisis



 Sexual Offences Bill adopted on 
14 February – One Billion Rising!

 Removes offense of soliciting

 Criminalises sex buyers



Thank you !

Contact: Pierrette PAPE
EWL Policy and Campaigns Director

Coordinator of EWL campaign on prostitution and sex 
trafficking and of Youth4Abolition

pape@womenlobby.org

www.womenlobby.org

mailto:pape@womenlobby.org
http://www.womenlobby.org/

