The rights’ defenders in detention are not alone! Ilknur, Nalan, Ozlem, idil and
all rights defenders must be released -immediately!

On 5 July 2017, 10 rights’ defenders, including our friends, and Women’s Coalition
members, Ilknur Ustiin and Nalan Erkem, were detained while at a civilian society
training session. Our friends, who for many years contributed to the women’s rights
struggle, and worked with dedication for many changes and transformations in favour
of women in Turkey, were subjected to many unlawful practices while in detention.
For instance, although they were detained at 9:30, the detention order was issued at
14:30. Our friends were withheld for 24 hours before they could communicate with
their families and lawyers, and no information whatsoever was provided regarding
their whereabouts. Our friends, rights’ defenders, were targeted with preposterous and
delusive accusations by the media and some politicians with the accusation of being
“members of an armed terrorist organization”. The initial 7-day period for their
detention was extended another 7 days on July 11.

We Condemn the Attack on Rights’ Defenders!

We know that the accusations aimed at our friends and reports published in various
media that denigrate the work of rights” defenders with grave accusations are baseless
and constitute lies; and perceive this as an attack upon our movement, and on all
women living in this country. Like all the women’s and LGBTI+ organizations that
have signed this declaration, rights’ defenders work devotedly for an equal and fair
life.

[lknur Ustiin is among the founders of the Women’s Coalition, an umbrella
organization of 120 women’s organization in Turkey, and currently its General
Coordinator. She is also a founder of the Turkey Coordination of the European
Women’s Lobby, an organization with more than 200 members Europe-wide, and acts
as its current coordinator. Ilknur has taken part in the work of the feminist movement
and many women’s organizations defending women’s rights in Turkey; and she has
previously served as the President of KA.DER-Ankara. She has worked unflaggingly
for women to take part in every field of life as equal citizens, including the fields of
politics and local administrations, and for women to no longer face violence. Ilknur is
a rights defender who has made us feel women’s solidarity in the most powerful
manner and before all else, is our friend. The charges she faces are without basis, and
constitute an act of intimidation aimed at all women’s rights defenders.

Nalan Erkem has been a rights’ defender for many years. The work she has carried
out for children’s rights includes the close tracking and defending the rights of
“children driven to crime”. Nalan has dedicated her life to the prevention of torture,
especially in the fields of the prevention and tracking of violence against women, and
she has carried out many rights-based tracking projects. She has actively participated
in the local political and participatory work of the Women’s Coalition.

Ozlem Dalkiran is a rights’ defender who has carried out many research projects on
the rights’ violations women face, and she is a dedicated member of the women’s
movement. She is a founding member of the Citizens’ Assembly. Ozlem was among
the pioneers who founded the Amnesty International Turkey branch; served as



president and press spokesperson for two terms, and has worked as a rights’ defender
in many fields including refugee rights.

Idil Eser has worked at many rights-based organizations including Amnesty
International Turkey, where she is currently the director, the Citizens’ Assembly, and
Tarih Vakfi/History Foundation and Doctors without Borders, and has dedicated her
life to the rights’ struggle. idil is a rights’ defender, who with her knowledge and
experience has contributed to the development of civilian society in Turkey.

Ilknur Ustiin, Nalan Erkem, Ozlem Dalkiran and Idil Eser, who have worked hard
both on the national and international level for the realization of rights and freedoms,
must immediately be released along with other rights’ defenders whose freedom is
being restricted, and their reputation must be restored.

We stand by our friends!

We, the women’s and LGBTI+ organizations who have signed below, would like to
powerfully declare once again that we stand by our friends. We make a call to put an
end to this unlawful and arbitrary process, which is in complete violation of the
Constitution and international declarations and conventions, and for our friends to be
set free. Turkey must amend this mistake in a manner that befits a state that follows
the rule of law, and release our friends.

Signatures:

17+ Alevi Kadinlar/ 17+ Alevi Women

78’liler Federasyonu’ndan Kadinlar

Adana Kadin Dayanigma Merkezi ve Siginma Evi Dernegi (AKDAM)/ Adana
Women’s Solidarity Center and Shelter

Adana Kadin Platformu/ Adana Women’s Platform

Ankara Feminist Kolektif/ Ankara Feminist Collective

Ankara Kadin Platformu/ Ankara Women’s Platform

Antakya Kadin Dayanigsmasi

Antalya Kadin Danigsma Merkezi ve Dayanmigma Dernegi/ Antalya Women’s
Solidarity Center and Shelter

Avrupa Kadin Lobisi Tiirkiye Koordinasyonu/ European Women’s Lobby, Turkey
Ayvalik Bagimsiz Kadin Inisiyatifi/ Ayvalik Independent Women’s Initiative
Bagimsiz Kadin Dernegi/ Independent Woman Association

Bagimsiz Kadin Inisiyatifi/ Independent Women’s Initiative

Bakirkdy Kadin Dayanigmasi

Baris I¢in Kadim Girisimi

Bartin Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi

Bodrum Kadin Dayanigma Dernegi/ Bodrum Women’s Solidarity Association
Buca Evka-1 Kadin Kiiltir ve Dayanisma Dernegi (BEKEV)/ Buca Evka-1
Women’s Culture and Solidarity

Cinsel Siddetle Miicadele Dernegi/ Association for Struggle Against Sexual
Violence

(Cagdas Yasami Destekleme Dernegi Cukurova Subesi

Demir Leblebi Kadin Dernegi/ Demir Leblebi Women’s Associaiton

Demokratik Kadin Hareketi/ Democratic Women’s Movement

Disk-Emekli-Sen Kadin Sekreterligi



Divrigili Kadinlar Dernegi

Ekmek ve Gll

El Emegi Ureticileri

Emekli Kadimlar Grubu - izmir

Engelli Kadin Dernegi/ Association of Women With Disabilities

Erktolia

Erzincan Katre Kadin Olusumu

Esenyali Kadin Dayanigma Dernegi

ESITIZ - Esitlik izleme Kadin Grubu/ Equality Watch Women’s Group

Esitlik Platformu

Esit Yasam Dernegi/ Equal Life Association

Ev Eksenli Calisan Kadinlar Calisma Grubu/ Home Based Working Women
Study Group

Ev Kadmlar Kiiltiir ve Dayanisma Dernegi (EVKAD)/ Housewives Solidarity
and Development Association EVKAD

FeminAmfi

Femin Art

Feminist Cukurova

Feminizm Dernegi

Fethiye Kadin Dayanigma Grubu

Filmmor Kadin Kooperatifi/ Filmmor Women’s Cooperative

Foca Barig Kadinlar

Genel-Is Sendikali Kadinlar

Giilsuyu Giilensu Kadin Dayanigma Evi Dernegi

Giinebakan Kadin Dernegi

Halkevci Kadinlar

Hevi LGBTI

Ilerici Kadinlar Meclisi

Imece-Der’li Kadinlar

Imece Ev Iscileri Sendikasi

Insan Haklar1 Dernegi Kadin Komisyonu

IRIS Esitlik Gdézlem Grubu

Istanbul Insan Haklar1 Dernegi Kadin Haklart Komisyonu

Istanbul LGBTI

[zmir Amargi

Izmir Cigli Kadin Emegini Degerlendirme Dayamgma ve Kiiltir Evi Dernegi
(CEKEV)/ Cigli Evka 2 Women’s Culture House Association / Cekev
[zmir Kadin Dayanigma Dernegi

Jineoloji Dergisi

KADER Genel Merkezi/Association for Support of Women Candidates
KADER Adana/ Association for Support of Women Candidates Adana
KADER Ankara/ Association for Support of Women Candidates Ankara
KADER Izmir/ Association for Support of Women Candidates Izmir

Kadin Cinayetlerini Durduracagiz Platformu/ We Will Stop Femicides Platform
Kadin Calismalar1 Dernegi

Kadin Dayanigsma Vakfi/ The Foundation for Women’s Solidarity

Kadinlarla Dayanisma Vakfi (KADAV)/ Women’s Solidarity Foundation
Kadm Egitim ve Istihdam Dernegi

Kadin Emegi Calisan Feminist Arastirmacilar Grubu (KEFA)/ Feminist
Researchers Studying Women’s Labor KEFA



Kadin Emegi Kolektifi

Kadm Emegi ve istihdami Girisimi (KEIG)

Kadin Erkek Esitligi Dernegi (KAZETE-DER)/

Kadma Siddete Kars1 Miisliimanlar Inisiyatifi

Kadin Koalisyonu/ Women’s Coalition

Kadm Ozgiirliik Meclisi (KOM)

Kadin Partisi/ Women’s Party

Kadin Yazarlar Dernegi

Kadinin Insan Haklar1 - Yeni Coziimler Dernegi/ Women for Women’s Human
Rights (WWHR) - New Ways

KAMER Vakfi

Kampiis Cadilari/ Campus Witches

Kaos GL Dernegi/ KAOS GL Association

Kapadokya Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi/ Kapadokya Women's Solidarity
Association

Karadeniz Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi/ Karadeniz Women’s Solidarity Association
Karya Kadin Dernegi/ Karadeniz Women’s Solidarity Association

KAZETE - Bagmmsiz Kadin Gazetesi KAZETE Independent Women’s
Newspaper

KESK Kadin Meclisi/ Confederation of Public Workers Union (KESK) Women’s
Assembly

Keskesor LGBTI Diyarbakir Olusumu

Kirmizi Biber Dernegi/ Red Pepper Association

Kirmizi Semsiye Cinsel Saglik ve Insan Haklar1 Dernegi/ Red Umbrella Sexual
Health and Human Rights Association

Kocaeli Kadin Platformu/ Kocaeli Women’s Platform

Koza Kadin Dernegi/ Koza Women’s Association

Korfez Bagimsiz Kadin Dayanigsmasi

Lambdaistanbul LGBTI

Lezbiyen Bisekstiel Feministler /Lesbian Bisexual Feminists

LGBTI+ Baris Girisimi

Maras Kadin Girisimciler Dernegi

Mavi Gol Kadin Dernegi

Mersin Kadin Platformu

Mersin LGBT 7 Renk Dernegi

Mentese Kent Konseyi Kadin Meclisi

Mezopotamya Kadin Gazeteciler Platformu

Mezopotamya Kadin Kooperatifi

Mor Cat1 Kadin Siginag1 Vakfi/ Mor Catt Women’s Shelter Foundation

Mor Dayanisma/ Purple Association for Women’s Solidarity

Mor Kampus

Mor Salkim Kadin Dayanigma Dernegi

Mugla Emek Benim Kadin Dernegi

Mugla Kadin Dayanisma Grubu

Mugla Sekibast Kadin Dayanigma

Nor Zartonk Kadin Meclisi

Ozgiirliik¢ii Hukukgular Platformu (OHP) Kadi Komisyonu

Ozgiir Geng Kadin

Pembe Hayat LGBTT Dayanisma Dernegi

Pendik Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi



Sakarya LGBTI Inisiyatifi

Samandag Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi

SES Genel Merkezi Kadin Meclisi

Seyhan Kadin-Cocuk Dayanigma Egitim ve Kiiltiir Dernegi

Siir Tanimayan Kadinlar

Sosyal Dayanigsma Agi (SODA)

Sosyal Politikalar Cinsiyet Kimligi ve Cinsel Yonelim Caligmalar1 Dernegi
(SPaoD)/ Social Policy, Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation Works
Association

Siddetsizlik Merkezi’nden Kadinlar

TMMORB Istanbul IKK Kadin Komisyonu

TMMOB izmir Kadin Calisma Grubu

Toplumsal Dayanisma I¢in Psikologlar Dernegi (TODAP) Kadin Komisyonu
TTB Kadin Hekimlik ve Kadin Saghg: Kolu/ Turkish Medical Association
Women Medicine and Woman and Health Branch

Tiim Kadin Lobisi Dernegi (TUKAL)

Tiirk Kadinlar Birligi/ Turkish Women’s Union

Tiirkiye Kadin Dernekleri Federasyonu/ Federation of Women’s Associations of
Turkey

Ucan Sipurge/ Flying Broom

Universiteli Kadin Kolektifi

WINPEACE - Kadin Baris Girisimi

Yasam Evi Kadin Dayanisma Dernegi

Yeni Demokrat Kadin

Yeniyol’dan Kadinlar

Yeryiizii Kadinlar

Yesil Feministler

Yesilpmar Kadinlar1 Sosyal Yardimlagma ve Dayanigma Dernegi

Yogurtcu Kadin Forumu



